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Double dose of pickin' 
By Mike Clark  

 Special to the Herald 
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Durango bluegrass band The Badly Bent l eft to right: Mark Epstein on banjo, Bill Adams on dobro, Robb Brophy on mandolin, Jeff Hibshman on bass, and Patrick Dressen on guitar. The band will celebrate the release of its first CD Saturday night. 

 This week local fans get to see the past and future of bluegrass music, practically bumping into each other in the hallway: On Saturday, catch an up-and-coming local band excited about its first CD, and two days later hear a national touring group that has been around forever. And one Durango musician is playing both nights.

 The Durango band is the The Badly Bent, formed in 1997 and serious about its future in  bluegrass music, with its eponymous CD. The tracks were recorded at Eagle Sound in Durango, mixed and mastered in  Boulder and will be on sale for the first time at the band's CD release party Saturday night at the Abbey  Theatre.

 The band, a staple of the Durango Bluegrass Meltdown, will play in festivals all over the West this spring and summer, but this Saturday night at the Abbey will be "an especially great party", said Bent's  banjo player Mark Epstein, also the co-owner of Canyon Music in Durango.

 "We've been pretty much hiding out since August, just focusing on this CD", he said, "and now  we're ready to cut loose a little." Epstein and bassist Jeff Hibshman called the CD a snapshot of where the band is  right now.

 If you go

  The Badly Bent CD release party starts at 9 p.m. Saturday. The Abbey Theatre. Tickets $10, at Southwest Sound, Canyon Music Woodworks and the Abbey box office.

 Frank Wakefield will play with his band at the Diamond Circle Theatre, 8 p.m., Monday, sponsored by Fort Lewis College community radio station KDUR. Tickets $10, at Canyon Music Woodworks, Southwest Sound and the KDUR office.

 After listening to a preview, I found that, right now, the band is smack in the middle of  mainstream, high-energy bluegrass with a focus on interacting with the crowd during live performances.

 The opening act is singer/songwriter Tedd Brumm, accompanied by Hibshman on guitar.

 Monday's performance is by Frank Wakefield, legendary mandolin player and 40-year veteran of  the bluegrass scene who has played with Bill Monroe, Ricky Skaggs and Emmylou Harris. He has eight solo albums to his  credit and has written more than 40 songs in addition to maintaining an international tour schedule.

 This is Wakefield's first Colorado tour in 25 years. He believes in passing along mandolin  secrets to younger players and gives instruction on tour. He also markets a DVD instructional series on mandolin  technique.

 Wakefield will play with his band at the Diamond Circle Theatre on Monday and the ubiquitous  Jeff Hibshman of The Badly Bent will be on bass. Hibshman says bluegrass groups don't always travel with a bass  player, and if a local musician comes recommended highly enough they will ask him to play with them.

 "It's kind of special, I guess", said Hibshman. "It's nice that other players think enough of your playing to recommend you to someone like Frank Wakefield." Indeed.

 Mike Clark is a freelance writer who lives in Bayfield. Reach him  here .
