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For Immediate Release

June 22, 2005

The Badly Bent Wins The Band Championship at the 32nd Annual Telluride Bluegrass Festival

Durango, CO – The Badly Bent, described as a ‘high-energy, traditional bluegrass band’ from Durango, Colorado won first place in the annual Telluride Bluegrass Festival band competition. The Badly Bent was selected as the winner from a field of eleven bands who entered the preliminary round on Friday, June 17th and contest finals on the main stage on Saturday, June 18, 2005.  The band attributes its success on the Telluride stage to its cohesiveness as an ensemble, not just a collection of proficient individual musicians.

“This prestigious achievement reflects the hard work and dedication the band has put into its music and its performances.  We couldn’t be any happier!” says Pat Dressen, guitarist and one of the lead vocalists for the band.

The prizes the band receives for this achievement included $750, free strings courtesy of D’Addario Strings, and a performance on the main stage at the 33rd annual Telluride Bluegrass Festival to be held in June of 2006.

Mark Epstein, the band’s banjo player and another vocalist, said that the band was very surprised and happy to win.  “We set as our objective to place in the finals so that we would have a chance to play on the Telluride Main Stage during the contest finals.  We were very happy to achieve that goal.  The fact that we won the competition is a bit overwhelming.  The other bands were so fantastic.  We are all so excited.”

The band is comprised of Dressen, Epstein, Jeff Hibshman on bass, Robb Brophy on mandolin and vocals, and Bill Adams on resonator guitar.

The Badly Bent recently released its first recording project, a self-titled CD, comprised of 14 songs, some original and some lesser-known traditional tunes.  The CD was produced by Sally Van Meter and mastered by Dave Glasser of Airshow Mastering in Boulder, Colorado.  The CD has been receiving many positive reviews around the world.  

The band is booked to play several regional festivals this summer in and around Colorado and has already begun booking its touring schedule for 2006.  

For more information on The Badly Bent, please contact them via email at info@thebadlybent.com or visit their website at www.thebadlybent.com.
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